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is an
organization dedicated to
building the political power
of people most impacted by
the criminal justice system,
especially formerly
incarcerated persons
(FIPs,) their families and
loved ones. Through
leadership development,
community education and
voter mobilization, VOTE
will ensure that our
constituents are at the
center of transforming the
criminal justice system.

(888) 552-VOTE
Or
(504)894-8099

3301 Chartres Street
New Orleans, LA
70117

New Office Number:
(504)943-1901
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VOTEOGOs Team
Washington, D.C.

The last week of September VOTE
staff member Norris Henderson,
Joe Blakk and Rosana Cruz
traveled to Washington DC for a
training on the Census project: Fair
Count to Fair Share and to attend

the Congressional
Annual Legislative Conference.
Below are Joe Bl al

on the trip. Special THANKS to our
sponsors the Praxis Project.

The Congressional Black Caucus
Convention was an event made up
of four days of information and
sharing, addressing the state of
African Americans in America. This
years theme was Reinvest, Rebuild
and Renew, where we focused on
solutions, as opposed to only talking
about our problems. The seminars
were mind blowing with the biggest
issue being trying to decide on which
seminar to attend.

VOTEGs Team goe

Incarceration and Reentry
Algiers Community Forum

VOTEOds New Of fi

The more seminars you attend, and
the more you talk and listen to others,
you begin to understand that the
struggles in the black community are
universal, whether it is gentrification,
the cradle to prison pipeline, or
gerrymandering. You also begin to
realize that the 13" Ame nd me n't
the end of the line for slavery; it was
only a stop we had to make to transfer
to a bus that made less noise.

This was my third time attending the

Congressional Black Caucus
Convention and they are always
empowering and mo

everyday you get a chance to be
hands on with congressmen and other
powerful and influential black people in
our country. | wish there were a way
we could bring more of the people from
our community next year to experience
this. | always leave more empowered
and energized. It was a mind blowing
experience. In the Post Obama
America, nothing will be handed to us.
We can no longer wait on the bus; we
must be that bus.

Coming next month: reflections on Fair
Count to Fair Share: Why WE MUST
Count!
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Director, Norris
Henderson, speaking
before the Judiaciary
Committee of the
Louisiana House of

Representatives. (at

left)
On Thursday, September 17", five VOTE
members and leaders had the privilege of

attending the Louisiana House of Representatives
Judiciary Committee hearing on aspects of
incarceration and post-incarceration in the state.
The majority of the hearing was a power-point
presentation made by James LeBlanc, the
Secr et ary oDepattnhenrt of Cordtians
LeBlanc relayed discouraging statistics that we as
residents have direct knowledge of or experience
with, like the fact that Louisiana has the highest
incarceration rate in the world, the highest national
high school drop out rate, and that we rank fourth
in the nation for percentage of youth living in
poverty.

The Secretary continued to give pertinent data on
the Corrections system within Louisiana, stating
that one in twenty-six adults in the state are under
correctional control, and 47% of those adults are in
prison or jail. Four out of five offenders in the state
do not have a GED or high school diploma, and the
average educational levels within state facilities
hover near a 7" or 8" grade level. Few state
facilities have thorough and high-quality
educational programs for people who are inside or
for those in the re-entry process. This is one of the
most important things that our criminal justice
reform campaign must focus on, or else the claws
of incarceration will only trap more of our
community members in its vicious cycle.

Additionally, we learned that 59% of those in the
system come from ten parishes within the state.
Just ten out of sixty-four parishes! Most
significantly, w h FAmericah
population is about 32%, Black people comprise
78% of the Corrections population. This crucial
fact is one of the most unjust and destructive
disparities facing our state and, particularly, our
communities within New Orleans.

After LeBlanc ended his presentation, the focus
switched from the corrupt realities of
incarceration to the obstacles of post-
incarceration. We had the honor of hearing our
own Norris Henderson speak for about twenty
minutes on the impediments that formerly
incarcerated persons face after being charged
and/or doing time. Norris spoke specifically about
the current state of expungementdi t 6 s
expensive, complicated, and inaccessible
process.

When people cannot clear their record, their past
continues to haunt them as they try to create a
stable life. Because of the widespread
discriminatory practices against people with
records, many ex-offenders are left jobless,
homeless, and without access to education,
amongst many other roadblocks.

(continued on page 3)
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Algiers Community Forum Report-back

VOTEOG S Community For
to be a great success. With many local
activists, political figures, residents, and
business owners in attendance, many of the
residentsd6 issues on
were brought forward for discussion. Local
community leader Malik Rahim spoke of the
multi-million dollar projects currently in _
progress on the Westbank. There are large | Veraige@yahoo.com
numbers of able-bodied skilled laborers
(many of whom attended the VOTE
Community Forum) actively seeking work
within communities where these huge projects
are being carried out. Although high numbers
of people are being employed on these sites,
the workers are not residents of the
communities in which they are being built.
Malik encouraged everyone in attendance to
be an active voice, rather than a passive
observer. We can all be more active by
getting involved in the upcoming local
elections of 2010.

The VOTE team would like to give a special
thanks to Vince Craige and the Craige Cultural
Center for donating the space for our Algiers
VOTE Community Forum. To donate, volunteer
or rent a space at the Craige Cultural Center, or
for more information about the Craige Cultural
Center, contact Vince Craige at

INCARCERATION AND REENTRY (cont. from previous page)

Surprisingly, based on a spectatordés experi
Judiciary Committee were open to hearing our side of the storyd the realities of incarceration and
its effects. However, to change the | aw, t o
their disastrous results, webre going to hasV

the VOTE community to end the simultaneous over-arresting, over-incarceration, and undeserved
discrimination against people with criminal records.




VOTE has moved offices!

It's official, September 15th, 2009 we
moved to a brand new space! We have
moved from our Central City location to

a new building in the 9th Ward's
Bywater neighborhood. We are sharing
the building with two of our sister
organizations, the Innocence Project of
New Orleans (IPNO) and Resurrection

After Exoneration (RAE). We hope to

create a space where our work will
take off and flourish. Our new address
is 3301 Chartres Street, New Orleans,

LA 70117. Please stop by and check

out the new office!
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Our monthly member meetings will
now take place at the RAE House at
1212 St. Bernard. However, member
meetings will still be the first Thursday
of the month at 6pm.
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9 Return of Member
Profiles!

i Elecion Update!

9 Street Law Classes!

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING
THURSDAY NOVEMBER/AT 6PM.




