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is

an organization dedicated
to building the political
power of people most
impacted by the criminal
justice system, especially
formerly incarcerated
persons (FIPs,) their
families and loved ones.
Through leadership
development, community
education and voter
mobilization, VOTE will
ensure that our
constituents are at the
center of transforming the
criminal justice system.

(888) 552-VOTE
Or
(504)894-8099

The JUSTICE
JOURNAL OF

VOTE’s Open House on April 9th, was a
rousing success. Dozens of friends,
members and allies came by to warm our
new home. Thanks to all those who
attended and a special thanks for the
office supplies that were given to VOTE

th atn |ght (Pictured above from left to right are New Voices Fellow Joe
Blakk, ¢ NHzLJ YAl & ¢NJ L¥E . 2yySNE CAfYYI1S
Coast , Colette Pichon-Battle, Program Director of Gulf Coast Fellowship for

Community Transformation, and our own Leonard Cressy, VOTE member and member

leader of Safe Streets/Strong Communities.)
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Mapp Interns and Legal Training
Injustice Exhibition P.2

Member Profiles

MAAP Interns and the

Neighborhood Canvassing Campaign

Legal Research Training

VOTE is currently recruiting for our Legal
Research Training. The program is open to all
interested community members who want to
learn how to do research for criminal cases
and about legislative policy. This program will
begin in late summer.

Paralegal Training

The Paralegal Training is a 10-week
certification program that will begin in late
early fall. In order to apply for the Paralegal
Training program, you must be a Formerly
Incarcerated Person and have gone through
the Legal Research Training. Once the training
is complete, participants will be placed
with local attorneys. Trainees will
continue a mentor/mentee relationship
with their instructors over the next vear.

Two interns from the Movement
Advancement Apprenticeship Program
(MAAP) will be joining the VOTE team on
Monday June 22 for six weeks. With aims
of gaining skill and experience working in
a grassroots organization, their primary
focus will be the Neighborhood
Canvassing Campaign; conducting
community surveys and gathering
information on voting patterns and issues
of concern from residents in the
community. At the end of the 10 week
canvassing period, VOTE will report back
the collected data to community
members and begin the next segment of
the civic engagement campaign. Stay
tuned for announcements about the
Community Forums coming to a
neighborhood near you at the end of July.
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WPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS

The MAAP internship
L is hosted by the
Center for Third
World Organizing.

Jackie Byers
(pictured here) is
one of their

trainers.
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-Roosevelt Smitt

Roosevelt is a formerly incarcerated person living in the LowBn\ard of New Orleans. He
joined VOTE earlier this year after a neighbor invited him to the ficemmunity meeting of
2009. Before Hurricane Katrina, he lived and worked in a neighborhood in the area of M
City that was hit very hard by the storm. His neighborhood flooded to over seven feet ar
he had not evacuated. The things he saw during that ticteganged his life forever. He knev
something had to be done so he took it upon himself to try and help as many people as
possible to get out of the flood waters and to safety. Eventually he was forced to evacue
and was relocated to Milwaukee. While in Mvaukee he was recruited to be a Crisis
Counselor for other evacueeswith only a 10" grade education, he was working for the
government alongside people with many degrees. In a strange way, Katrina opaneew
door in his life. In the 20 years he hacgkben out of prison Rooseveldid not know he had
the right to vote. VOTE has changed that. He disels he can help others because his
experience being incarcerated and conquering drugs is something that so many people
the city of New Orleans can relatto. He feels that VOTE is helping him to advance his lif
and reach his goals

John Thompson spent
14 of 18 yearsin
Angola State
Penitentiary on death
row and survived seven
execution dates before
a jury acquitted him of
murder charges

in 2003. (Photo by
Frank Aymami)

John and Laverne Thompson

As selfproclaimed husband and wife team, John and Laverne Thompson are membe
society still trying b transition from life in prison to life outside incarceration. Laverne
struggles to pursue a better career after imprisonment by attending business classes

John was released in 2003 after 18 years of incarceration. Both Laverne and John

recognize and lig the everyday struggle that Formerly Incarcerated Persons face. The
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Orleans and helps FIPs to transition more easily into society. John currently works wi
27 exonerated merwho are fighting to put their lives back together. Laverne and John
will continue to fight on behalf of the Formerly Incarcerated and educate them of their

riahts.
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fifteen portraits of wrongfully convicted
and/or accused inmates serving time at
various facilities throughout the United
States and broad. The artist/curator,
{KSAfT I tKALLIAZI oI &
wrongful conviction and her journey to
prove his innocence. She found the hope
and energy to continue on through
painting and decided that this could be
her way of giving back and exonerag
her son and others. Her goal is to build
relationships with others in the art world,
the judicial system andyrassoots
organizations to establish awareness an

inspiration.

Mission of the Injustice Exhibition

9 To tell the stories of the Inmates who are the subjects of each portrait;
1 To bring awareness of the injustices that exist in the penal system;

9 Toinspire others in the art world to get involved,;

1 To promote and encourage others in the community to get involved;

Injustice Exhibition

Coming in October

ASHE’ Cultural Center

1712 Oretha Castle Haley

New Orleans, La. 70113




MEET THE STAFF

Norris Henderson
g Founder & Executive Director
While wrongfully incarcerated in Louisiana’s prison system for 27 years, Norris
diligently studied and researched law. When released in 2003 he brought his
community and law knowledge together to form and work with organizations
that would reach out to the New Orleans community. Six years later, Norris has
become a prominent member of the community and an active voice for
incarcerated and formerly incarcerated persons, as well as their family and
friends. This year, Norris was honored by New Orleans City Council when they
declared February 28, 2009 Norris Henderson Day in New Orleans.

Rosana Cruz
Associate Director

Rosana grew up in Miami and moved to New Orleans 12 years ago from
Atlanta. She has worked with several grassroots organizations, including Safe
Streets/Strong Communities and the New Orleans Worker Center for Racial
Justice. Rosana earned her B.A. in Race and Gender Studies, and continues
her formal education as she works towards her Master's in Latin American
Studies at Tulane University. She is pictured here with the late Civil Rights
leader, Reverend James Orange.
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JOIN US FOR THE NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING

THURSDAY JULY'AT6PM AT THE VOTE OFFICE




