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Meet VOTE’s Newest Team Member:

JOE BLAKK

VOTE’s

Community Forum

www.vote-nola.org

A native of New Orleans, Joseph
Francois, better known as “Joe Blakk” is
an inspiration to the community. A
graduate of Southern University, Joe
started off as a rapper in 1993. Using
lyrics to influence positive action and
attitudes, Joe wanted to make music
that would positively impact social
change. In 2004 Joe started Joe Blakk
Tax  Services. Initially  Employing
seventeen people, Joe’s focus is on
contributing to the economic
development of the New Orleans
community. His staff consists of New
Orleans residents and local musicians
and is constantly growing each year. As
an extremely efficient activist, Joe has
organized many marches and events to
help give a voice and make change
within communities. Joe is joining the
VOTE team to reach out to residents of
New Orleans and make a difference.

(Continued on page 4)

Make your voice heard in the 2010
elections!

The 2010 elections are just 5 months
away! New Orleans residents will not
only be voting for a new Mayor, but
also all City Council seats, as well as
the Sheriff. VOTE will be hosting its
first of several community forums at 6
pm at the C.J.Peete Community
Center located at 2617 Washington
Ave. At the meeting community
residents will have the opportunity to
introduce and discuss issues within
the community that they would like to
see addressed in the 2010 elections.
VOTE will be working continuously to
compile concerns to introduce to the
2010 election candidates. VOTE staff
and volunteers will provide
refreshments and childcare during the
Community Forum. Join us and help
lead the way to a better city
government for ALL New Orleans
residents!
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Member Profiles

Fannie McKnight
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At 69 years old, Fannie McKnight is a
well respected, long time activist and
organizer determined to make change
for the better for the people of New
Orleans. In 1967 she moved to the St.
Thomas Housing Development and
began organizing to help the people of
her community. Although she has had
numerous accomplishments in
organizing throughout the years,
Fannie considers her most important
to be the Casey Foundation’s one million dollar grant awarded to the
community. With her hands on research tactics, Fannie McKnight received the
grant to fund programs within the community to promote self-sufficiency. The
programs were developed to tackle the issues in the community: drug use,
prostitution, economic development, and HIV and AIDS awareness and
prevention, as well as other programs. Fannie considers her work to be her
calling from the Lord. Although very proud of all her accomplishments, she
gives all credit to God. As the recipient of the McAuley Institute’s 1997
Courage in Community Award and former member of the St. Thomas
Resident’s Council, Fannie McKnight has been a hard-working, well-respected
member of the New Orleans community.
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“Should | ever
get off parole,
my first official
act will be to
register to vote.”

Kenneth “Biggie” Johnston

Biggie is a well-known paralegal who considers himself a criminal law
specialist. He spent 21 years in Angola and established the first law class in
that institution. Numerous landmark decisions in Louisiana criminal law can
be attributed to Biggie and his team of jailhouse lawyers. Since being
released on parole in 1993, he has done paralegal work for numerous local
attorneys. Presently, Biggie is self-employed and offers a wide range of
paralegal services. Although unable to vote because of his current parole
status, Biggie fully realizes the power of the ballot and its impact on the
criminal justice system. While incarcerated, Biggie and Norris Henderson
teamed up to overcome insurmountable obstacles. Biggie joined V.O.T.E. to
contribute in any way he can to help the organization attain its goals.



MAAP Interns

Reqgion Lewis

Region is an intern from Berkeley, California.
While in New Orleans he has embraced the
organization and has become personally invested
in the campaign to build political power for those
people most affected by the criminal justice

system, especially formerly incarcerated people.

As a  formerly FESE A —
incarcerated person B $ i
himself, Region has g
also gone through
the difficult process

of changing his life

around. He feels it is his responsibility to inform
and help whenever the opportunity presents
itself. V.O.T.E has given him an opportunity to
learn about the criminal justice system from the
lens of those who have been affected in New
Orleans and are striving to make changes to
break the cycle so many people of low income
communities live in. He has learned and
flourished under the examples of Norris
Henderson and Rosana Cruz: knowledge,
passion and commitment to the work they do. He
hopes to emulate those same qualities upon
returning to California, continuing his work with
the formerly incarcerated and people in low

income communities.

Pictured:

Jacquinn and Region
doing outreach at the
Walk for Peace. They
successfully turned out a
group of folks for VOTE’s
movie night at the

Treme Community Center
on July 7'".

Jacquinn Scales

Jacquinn is a 26 year
old native of Oakland,
CA. He is in the midst of
pursuing a BSW at
Clark Atlanta University.

He comes to V.O.T.E. as a Center for Third World
Organizing Intern and is thrilled to be acquiring
first hand experience as a community organizer.
The campaign that he is working on is registering
an array of individuals to vote, recruiting
community members to join V.O.T.E. and
conducting surveys in the hot summer 90 degree
weather. This has truly been a phenomenal
experience for Jacquinn and when asked how he
would rate this internship he was quoted as
saying, “Like Siskell and Ebert, | give this two
thumbs up! Rosana and Norris have really shown
us what it takes to do community organizing. In
addition V.O.T.E.’s new staff member, Joe Blakk,
has provided us with more in depth approaches to
organizing people and introducing us to powerful
individuals who have come face to face with

injustice.
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JOE BLAKK

(continued from page 1)

Last year Joe registered hundreds of
new voters and helped evacuate
seniors and other residents from the
Harvey tunnel area of the Westbank.
He considers himself someone who
can “build a bridge between young
and old.” With his youthful demeanor
and his many experiences in activism,
Joe Blakk is a great addition to the
VOTE team. He comes to VOTE as a
New Voices Fellow with a focus on
leadership development and policy
change. VOTE is excited to have
added on a team member with such a
wide variety of talents and experience
in community empowerment.

Legal Research
Training Update

This will be a basic class to teach how to find
legal precedents and what is primary and
secondary law. Some of this training will occur
within a library so that students can acquire
hands on knowledge of the Law Library. The
objective is to have students be able to
research any issue by knowing what tools are
available to assist them. At the end of the
training period students will be able to use the
West’s Digest System, Shepard’s citation, CJS
and other research tools.

Once this series is completed those who are
interested will have the opportunity to
participate in the Street Law Classes and
Paralegal Training.
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JOIN US FOR THE NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING

THURSDAY AUGUST 6" AT 6PM AT THE VOTE OFFICE




