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Dear Friends of V.O.T.E.,

As we come to the end of 2010, we would like to take this moment to thank everyone
for your love and support. We are truly grateful and lucky to have the support of so
many people both locally and nationally. It is because of this powerful network of
friends that V.O.T.E. has grown and achieved all of the victories of the past 6 years.

| would like to take this moment to share with you our joys and the challenges we
faced this year. It has been a long road to improve the criminal justice system in New
Orleans and to help transform the lives of our Formerly Incarcerated Persons
community. Understanding that our journey to reform the system is not a straight
path, we made the most of our opportunities this year. Our work continues to expand
and reach out to new people, building a wider audience and educating a larger public
about the importance of restoring FIPs full citizenship and valuing their contributions
and potential in our communities.

Amongst many successes, there were two key priorities that we were able to check off
our list. First, was the establishment of the Independent Police Monitor’s Office and
the second, was ensuring the voices of our community are heard at all levels of
government. Specifically, our strong presence in City Council chambers enabled us to
achieve many reforms on this level. | also spoke to state officials in the legislature and
in the judiciary as a first hand witness of how policies intended to bring justice actually
accomplish the very opposite. 2010 has been a good year for V.O.T.E., however our
work faces further challenge as the Sheriff’s proposal for a new facility more than
doubles the current number of jail beds.

As we enter 2011, we hope you will enjoy reading about our 2010 victories and our
exciting new project for 2011 in this issue. As always, we rely on your support both
financially and as our word of mouth public relations team.

It’s not too late to make an end of the year contribution to V.O.T.E. Please know that
we appreciate and continue to value your faith in us and in our work.

We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season and a Happy New Year!

Norris Henderson
Executive Director, V.O.T.E.
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URVICTORES IN 2010

VOTE opened 2010 by completing our first ever Voter Education and
Mobilization Campaign for the Municipal elections in February. This
resulted in: The creation and dissemination of our 10 Point Platform
for Criminal Justice Reform and

C

our director, Norris Henderson serving on the Mayor’s
Task Force to select a new Superintendent for the NOPD.

In the Spring, VOTE engaged in community outreach and education around the 2010
US Census for our community to be counted! Our efforts reached hundreds of
households the Census Bureau was most likely to lose in their count.
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Successfully discouraged City Counc1l from legislating

policies that would deny access to City contracts for FIPs.
this June where they strengthened their leadership
skills and built personal connections to the greater

- national and global social justice movement.

EADCERSE

18 VOTE members attended the US Social Forum
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Our Paralegal Training Class has begun this month with
over 15 highly motivated students. You can watch an
inspiring 3 minute video where the students and
instructors describe the class at www.vote-nola.org.

While our successes remained strong and constant throughout the year, it was also met with new
challenges. Most recently, the Sheriff proposed a plan to build a new jail increasing the bed count
from 3,200 to 5,800. VOTE and its coalition partners organized a media campaign to fight this plan.
With nearly 300 supporters, we created and purchased a full-page ad in the Times-Picayune to
educate the general public on the cost deficit of using taxpayer’s dollars to build more jail beds.

Help us win our next big challenge Check Out Our Ad!
aaainst the Sheriff's pronosAl

New in 2011!

We are very excited to launch our innovative new program called the Campaign
to End Employment Discrimination (CEED). CEED will create both the immediate
support for FIPs and the long-term strategy to empower FIPS and restore our
community’s health and prosperity. As part of launching CEED, we have begun to
create entrepreneurship opportunities for FIPs in partnership with Resurrection After
Exoneration (R.A.E.) with the start of a silk screening shop. We plan to increase
these opportunities and fully implement CEED through 2013.
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The Orleans Parish Sheriff wants to build a 5,800-bed jail to replace the present
3,500-bed jail. More than three quarters of the people in the Orlears Parish Prison (OPP)
are being held for minor, non-violent offenses; jailing more people for minor, non-
violent offenses does not protect the public or make our city safe.

We consistently have one of the highest rates of violent crime and murder in the nation,
despite incarcerating more people per capita than any other city in the U.S.

Other cities have built smaller jails while
reducing violent crime.
Why can't we?
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That'swihy each of us has contributed $22.39 — one day’s cost of incarceration in the City of New
Orleans —to the cost of this ad telling the Mayor and Gty Coundil not to build a massive naw jail
but to build a smaller safer right-sized jail.

For more information please call 504-284-8099
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Mitchell ). Landrieu. Mayor: 504-658-4900 Stacy Head, B: 658-1020
Jacquelyn Bredhytel Clarkson, At-Large: 658-1070 Kristin Gisleson Palmer, C: 658-1020
Arnie Fielkow, At-Large: 658-1060 Cynthia Hedge-Morrell, D: 658-1040

Susan G. Guidry, A: 658-1010 Jon D. Johnson, E: 658-1050




It's not too late to support
V.O.T.E.’s work with a donation.

All donations are tax deductable.

To donate online, go to:

www.vote-nola.org/DONATE
(Please use our fiscal sponsor, Innocence
Project of New Orleans to make your
donation & remember to designate it to
VOTE!)

Happy Holldays
Hapny New Year!! i
Many Thanks from All of Us at V.0.T.E. and mail it to:

V.O.T.E. OFFICE
3301 CHARTRES ST
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70117

Or send a check payable to: IPNO

(Innocence Project New Orleans)
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