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V.O.T.E. Reaches
Out to
Undercounted
Neighborhoods

Over the past month V.0.T.E.”s Census Outreach Team has been hitting the street and
going door-to-door to ensure that our communities know about the importance of
the 2010 Census. Outreach workers have talked to hundreds of individuals and found
a variety of impediments to an accurate Census count for the communities in New
Orleans that are in most need of the resources the Census numbers will eventually
bring. V.O.T.E. has also phone banked and conducted community education events
reaching hundreds more.

While many households had received their Census forms and returned them, we
found a number of neighborhoods where Census forms had never arrived. Some
families had never heard of the Census and never been counted before. Most
discouraging was the situations in the neighborhoods with the lowest return rates.
These areas included the public housing developments demolished by the City as well
as communities nearly wiped out by the floodwaters of Hurricane Katrina. It seems
as though it will be years before these neighborhoods are able to come back but for
now, how will they get the special consideration they deserve in the Census count? In
order for neighborhoods most impacted by post-Katrina flooding (and policy) to
return there have to be roads, schools, hospitals, stores. These are all things that will
be provided to communities based on high concentration numbers in the Census.
Our Outreach Teams are not discouraged though. Many doors were open to them by
welcoming faces eager to hear about how to bring more resources to their
neighborhoods. V.0O.T.E. continues to reach out and make sure WE COUNT!

VOTE CENSUS
OUTREACH TEAMS
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Street Law Classes Launch
T VOTE’s Legal Training Program

Earlier this year VOTE began its Street Law
series designed to educate people of all ages
about their constitutional rights in the criminal
justice system. The Street Law Class is broken
up into three lessons and covers 4th
Amendment protections against unreason-
able search and seizure, explaining the
difference between what the police are
supposed to do by law and what they usually
do in everyday routine encounters. The
instructors, all Formerly Incarcerated Persons
with decades of legal knowledge, cover Terry
Stops, Miranda Rights and Probable Cause,
among other topics. Parficipants also learn
the do’s and don'ts of police encounters and
the basics of court proceedings.

The Street Law Class is the first part of VOTE's 3 part Legal Training Program. In June,
VOTE will host a Legal Research Class that instructs participants in how to procure
information about an individual's case from Docket Master, how to read court
documents and how to use a law library. This class is not only designed to help
individuals research legal issues that are directly impacting them, but also how to use
these research skills to help fellow members of their community such as family,
neighbors and friends. The Legal Research Class will be held in June during 1 to 2
sessions.

The Legal Research Class is a pre-requisite for V.O.T.E.'s Paralegal Training Program
which is slated to begin in July. This 10 week course will be intensive job fraining
specifically for FIPs or their immediate family members. Participants will be frained and
mentored by FIPs who work in the legal field on reading legal documents, brief writing,
in-depth legal research and other necessary skills for a successful career as a
paralegal. VOTE is currently recruiting attorneys who will commit to contracting with
the graduates of the Paralegal Training Program.

STOPPING COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES BEFORE THEY START
V.O.T.E. is happy to announce movement forward of a bill in the Louisiana Senate that would end the
disparity between the charges of Soliciting (misdemeanor) and Crime Against Nature which is a felony
and requires registering on the Sex Offender registry. Women With A Vision, a partner organization of
V.O.T.E.,, has long been serving women who are subjected to this unfair and destructive practice by
police and district attorneys in New Orleans. The impact of charging someone with Crime Against
Nature instead of Solicitation can have devastating effects on women and families for years after the
mandatory minimum sentence has been served. As registered sex offenders women charged under this
arcane law are kept from employment, housing, public services and even have to evacuate to a prison
with other sex offenders during hurricane evacuations, years after they have served their time.

Senator Morrell introduced SB 381 which would effectively make Crime Against Nature a
misdemeanor, with penalties that are comparable to those for Solicitation. The bill was voted through
committee in late April and currently awaits a vote on the Senate floor. Call Women With A Vision for
more info or go to their website to donate to their efforts in supporting women impacted by this law:
http://wwav-no.or
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A Note from Our Director, Norris Hender

On April 28, 2010, | was invited along with John Thompson and Gregory Bright fro
Resurrection After Exoneration (RAE) to a
Committee. Our presentation was to be for five minutes each detailing our struggles to ob
Post Conviction Relief and the burdens that we all faced.

The Q&A covered La.C.Cr.P. 930.8 which governs-Eos¥iction procedural guidelines to th
Statecreat d [ mpedi ments t hat hamper a pri sonel
Attorney Files, Court records etc.) John, Greg and | were able to give practical and red
examples of what the post conviction reality is like for inmates seekirafief. We detailed whal
further impediments to the legal process in the logistical day to day life in prison. Much of wh
we explained was new information for the PCC members.

An hour and a half [ ater we wer e [ledeangetiet]
Knoll and the other members for our candid discussion concerning Post Conviction and the 1
for its expansion. Committee members really seemed to have learned a great deal from thos
sitting on the opposite side of that table.
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V.O.T.E. works tirelessly to ensure Formerly Incarcerated Persons (FIPs) are at the center of
transforming the New Orleans Criminal Justice System. As we work towards our goals for justice in the
community, we know that we must also have a strong voice and presence in the national movement
building efforts such as the US Social Forum. It is also a key opportunity to increase the development
of our local leadership of our members, as well as strengthen relationships, nationally and locally.

Support us to amplify OUR voice, share OUR knowledge and OUR experiences, unigue to the Gulf
Coast in envisioning a world united to create strategies and solutions to the injustices we all face.

With your contribution, we can send our members to represent at this very important national
event! Please donate today and help us make this a reality for our members.

The US Social Forum is an important step in our struggle to build a powerful multi-racial, inter-
generational, diverse, inclusive movement that transforms this country and changes our future.

Donate today and help us take part in declaring what we want our world to look like and planning the
path to get there!

AN ANONYMOUS DONOR already GAVE the first $350 if we can match their funds in the month of
MAY!I We can do it and so much more! The first steps on the road to the US Social Forum are already
paved!

Any amount is greatly appreciated and fully tax deductible.
To donate online go to: http://vote-nola.org/DONATE and follow the easy to use instructions.
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Attend our
Know Your Rights workshop
And learn about what to do:

Twhen you encounter police,

1if you or a loved one is
arrested,

fwhen you have to go to court

Learn to be SAFE and SMART
on the STREET!

Every THURSDAY in May
5:30pm
Locations Vary. Please RSVP
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PO Box 13622
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MEMBERSHIP MEETBBIGRE THE FIRKHURSDAY OF EACH MONTH
*xexx\AY 6 thkgxxx JUNE 3fd**~k**
AT 6PM AT THE RAE HOUSE, 1212 ST. BERNARD.




